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PEARS Annual General Meeting
to be held at the Italian Club, in Lorraine at 14H00
on Saturday the 21st May, followed by a bring and

braai. See you there!!!!!!

WRINKLY RAVERS
The next regular monthly lunchtime meeting of the Wrinklies will take place
on Thursday the 2nd June, 2011 at the Cattle Baron, Sunridge Park. You will
only be excused if you have a "more" important appointment, or you do not
have any wrinkles. Come join the folks at Legacy in the Garden Shopping
Centre for some tremendous company and fun, whether you have wrinkles or
not.  --------  SSSSEEEEEEEE YYYYOOOOUUUU TTTTHHHHEEEERRRREEEE!!!!!!!!!!!!

From the Chairman .........
Dear fellow Hams, We are nearing the end of the PEARS

year which marks the end of the present committee in office

and the beginning of the new committee for 2011/2012 in

office. While I have enjoyed my term, it has been an eye

opener and a learning curve for me as I watched certain

members of the committee perform. My thanks goes out to

our vice chairman Chris ZS2AAW and the rest of the

committee for the support and help over this past year. I

could never have done without it

A special thanks to Tony ZR2TX for the great work he has done in getting

PEARS involved in the many special events that have and will be taking place

in and around Port Elizabeth.

I know that there are other men who are quite capable and probably more

capable of filling the Chairman position than I am, and so I have no regrets when

I tell you that I am not seeking re-election at the AGM as Chairman of PEARS.

I wish the new committee and PEARS all the very best for the coming year.

73

Ashley ZS2AG
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Hamnet / ECARES News

WEDNESDAY EVENING SIX METRE NETS

These nets have been in operation for many years, but it is

limited to those who have the ex-army equipment used on

them. It has been decided therefore to change these nets to

two metres national call as from 11th May. So please note that

as from Wednesday evening 11th May at 20H00 these nets

will be on 145,500 MHz simplex. This will open the nets to

more amateurs, and as most amateurs run somewhat more

power than the two watts output of the six metre ex-army sets,

the coverage should be greater. the six metre sets will still be

retained as another channel of communication when the occa-

sion demands it. It is also planned to give short talks on the

Wednesday evening nets about various aspects of emergency

operation.

73

Al, ZS2U

Director

From Tony ZR2TX

Regarding upcoming events, this is what is in the pipeline:

1. 6 - 8 May Round of the MTB Nationals -  Downhill discipline at Lourie on all 3 days as well
as Cross Country on the 7th.

2. 15/16 July - VW Rally.

3.  13 August - Trans-Baviaans MTB race over 230km from Willowmore to Jeffreys (this is in
the discussion stage - planning to start shortly)

4.  17 September - 40km trail run in Baviaans, still discussing with organisers, no final
commitment yet.

I will be looking for other events as the opportunities presents themselves.

Upcoming Events
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Minutes of the Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society General
meeting for April 2011 held at the Italian sporting club.

Meeting date: 19-04-2011

Present: As per the attendance register.  Special welcome to Les
Barker, ZS2VA, Andre Greyling ZS2ACG and Karel Stone,
ZR2KKK

Apologies: As per the attendance register, including ZS2DL,
ZS2MR, ZS2GV, ZR2CRS, ZS2EC, ZS2E, ZS2MM

Finance:  Clive reported that the finances were sound. March
expenses were tabled for information to members. 

Previous months minutes were not published in QSX, to stand over
until next month.

Matters discussed:  

The AGM is planned for the 21 May.

The chairman thanked ZR2TX and his helpers for their efforts in
organising the recent sporting event support by PEARS

The chairman also highlighted the monthly wrinkly rave social as a
very worthwhile event, and urged those that can, to attend and
support it.

A reminder that club subs were now R100 p/a

ZS2AAW gave a wifi promotional rundown, highlighting the fact that
the club connection is now uncapped, and is a business grade
service level, with the associated expenses that the club has
committed to.  Members were invited to investigate and support the
venture if interested in these services

ZS2AAW also reported that the battery for Longmore was due for
installation this week

ZR2TX was then invited to take the floor and chair the Ironman
feedback session where many viewpoints and experiences were
shared from the floor

Meeting closed at 20h38.

MINUTES OF PORT ELIZABETH AMATEUR RADIO

SOCIETY MONTHLY MEETING
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2011 SPEC-SAVERS IRONMAN SOUTH AFRICA

PEARS Special Event Communications – Report by Tony

ZR2TX

In an effort to promote Amateur Radio and PEARS I have

been making contact with various organizations and making

them aware of the services that amateur radio has to offer with

regards to event communications.

With this in mind, Colin ZR2CRS, suggested that we talk to the

Ironman organizers to see if we could be of any assistance.

The result was that 18 members of PEARS spent a long and

enjoyable day on Sunday 10 April assisting with communica-

tions on the bike leg of the Ironman event.

Our initial brief was to pass on information relating to penalties,

that are handed out to competitors during the cycle leg,

thereby improving the management and control of this impor-

tant facet of the race.

In order to fully understand this process it is necessary to have

an overall idea of the structure of the whole race. On the

Tuesday prior, Colin gave a brief talk to the operators explain-

ing how the event is managed and what our involvement would

be. Briefly, the competitors swim for 3.8km, cycle 180km (3 x

60km) and then finish with a full marathon of 42.2km. The

event starts at 7am with the cut-off gun at midnight. There

were in excess of 1700 competitors including entries from

many corners of the globe. 

To provide full coverage operators were stationed at the 3

penalty tents along the route. We were also requested to

assist with general communications and included the turn point

near Sardinia Bay and the sharp turning at Schoenies.  As we

thought through the whole process it was decided to add

operators at the Media Centre, situated inside the Beach

Hotel, and also included someone in the Disaster Management
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JOC at the Humewood Firestation. Borrowing from lessons

learned from the VW Rally we also provided a Shadow for

Paul Wollf (Race Director) who followed him around all day

with a Handheld (this proved invaluable with instant access to

Paul throughout the day). Main penalty control was co-ordi-

nated from the Race Transition Area were the competitors

change for the various race disciplines.  

Main communications took place on the 145.650 repeater and

despite some unexplained glitches this worked well. I am sure

many Hams in PE spent the day listening to the

communications. Apart from the penalty information we found

ourselves assisting with Medical type emergencies, co-ordinat-

ing Ambulance and repair vehicle movements, and ensuring

that road closures were correctly managed.

Once the cycle leg ended at 17h30 some operators were re-

deployed to provide some extra coverage of the run leg. These

stations stayed on the air until about 20h00 when it was

decided that they could stand down. At this stage the JOC

station also packed up and the Media and Transition stations

also went QRT.  

Overall this was a very successful exercise with very positive

feedback being received from the Organizers.  By all accounts

the operators had fun as well and some photos of this can be

seen on the PEARS website.

I strongly feel that through events like this we can raise the

profile of our Club and Hobby while having fun and providing a

service to the community in general. 

Watch out for the next one and join in the action.

In closing I would like to thank all the people who assisted, you

know who you are, and helped make this the success it was.

Listen to the PEARS Bulletin, broadcast each and every Sunday
morning at approximately 8.45am on the East Cape Repeater Net-
work for up to date news of members and Ham news in general.
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Transistor Cases

After building your QRP transmitters it's nice to have some
sort of visual indication of the radiated signal. This simple
circuit rectifies the signal detected on the antenna and,
with careful adjustment of the sensitivity control, will dis-
play a proportion of the input signal on the meter.
I built mine 'ugly style' in a small metal enclosure. The
antenna was constructed from a length of stiff wire approx.
120mm long. None of the components are critical - the
exception being the two germanium diodes. The meter I
used was robbed from an old hi-fi unit but any meter with
a value of 100uA to 300uA should work fine.

Signal Strength Meter from ZS2ND
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FROM THE EDITOR
Prior to Garth ZS2HB, stepping down as Editor of QSX I was
involved in the printing of it, and afterwards as the Editor and
printer of it. The time has now come due to certain difficulties
that I have been facing in my "salt mining" activities to give up
the editorial leadership of QSX. 

I wish to thank the committee and all who have been very
supportive of this effort as well as a special thanks to Eric
ZS2ECH for the role he has played in standing in for me at
various times.

I trust that someone will come forward to take on this
responsibility.

73 Ashley ZS2AG
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on your birthdays

May 
04 Chum Rhodes ZS2VU

07 Rouhe Danielson, XYL of
Henry ZS2HD

16 Lynne Thomas, XYL of
Niel ZR2NT

19 Johannes Pieterse,
ZR2JLP

20 Marjorie Forsyth, XYL of
Dudley ZS2AW

22 Saney Martin ZR1S

22 Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ

22 Erich Rohwer ZS1XZ

31 Shirley Carr, XYL of ZS2C

31Joe Jasson ZS2JLJ

June 
02 Vanessa Cummings, XYL

of ZS2GV

03 Tim Joubert ZS2X

05 June Jones ZS2JJ

06 Linton Rohl ZS2ICE

09 Gus Winter ZS2MC

10 Ken Victor ZS2OC 

13 James Hoole, ZS2ABM

16 Ian Moore ZS2IJ

19 Marge Arnott XYL of Gary
ZS2AZT

25 Terry Flanagan ZS2ABB

28 Pieter Liebenberg ZS2PL

on your anniversaries

May
02 Shirley and Gus Winter

ZS2MC

23 Rouhe and Henry
Danielson ZR2HPD

25 Merle ZR2MPand Neil
Thomas ZR2NT

June 
20 Bernice and Bryan

Marshall ZS1NQ

26 Rosemary ZR2MCR and
Rob MacGeoghegan
ZS2ROB

CONGRATULATIONS

PEARS Subs are now
overdue

It is that time of the year again
folks, and club subscriptions are
now overdue.

R100 per member. Spouses
pay R30 and students R30.

Wifi fees are R150 per month.

The Club's banking details are: 

Nedbank Savings

Account, No: 221 252 7594

Branch Code 121217

When making a bank deposit
please use your call sign as a
reference.
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Sunday Bulletins
PEARS bulletins are transmitted on

Sundays immediately after the SARL

English transmission, i.e. at about

08:45 on 7098 kHz as well as the 2

metre linked network that provides

from Butterworth to George and up to

the Free State and their environs.

PEARS 7098 or 3640 kHz transceive

facilities are also remotely linked as

needed. In addition, the SARL's 40m

operations on 7082 or 7066 kHz or

Hamnet's 7070 kHz can be remotely

patched to the 2m network in receive

only mode or with full transceive ca-

pability for interactive events.

Bulletin Roster

8th May Basie ZR2BA

15th May Chris ZS2AAW

22nd May TBA

29th May TBA

5th Jun TBA

12th Jun TBA

19th Jun TBA

26th Jun TBA

3rd July TBA

Local Repeaters:

Town VHF 145,050/650 Town UHF 431,050/438,650 Uitenhage 145,075/675 Tygerhoek 145.000/600

These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area

Cape Linked System Repeaters:

Lady's Slipper 145,100/700 Grahamstown 145.150/750 Cradock 145,050/650 Noupoort 431,150/438,750

Colesberg 431,075/438,675 Kareedouw 145.725/125 Plett 145.775/175 Brenton 145.675/075    

These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, in conjunction with the Border, Southern Cape and

WCRWG systems

Packet Network:

ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node - Lady's Slipper 10.151 LSB 300bd APRS 144.625 1200bd 438.275 1200bd (FWD)

438.875 9600bd 434.800 1200bd APRS - Cape Linked System

ZS0NTP BBS - Lady's Slipper On all node frequencies

ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node - Grahamstown 144.675 1200bd 438.275 1200bd 434.875 9600bd

ZS0CDK-2 Digi - Cradock 144.675 1200bd

ZS2ABZ-4 WMR918 WX Station 144.625 1200bd

Beacons:

2M Beacon (ZS2VHF CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 144.415

6M Beacon (ZS2SIX CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 50.005

Banking details (for subs & donations): Nedbank Savings, No:221 252 7594, Code: 121217. Call Sign as Ref.

See the PEARS web site at www.zs2pe.co.za for further details and network diagrams.

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services
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Front Cover Picture - The Horse Memorial

The Horse Memorial erected and unveiled during 1905 in Port
Elizabeth commemorates the horses that suffered and died during
the Anglo-boer War (1899-1902). It consists of life-sized bronze
figures of a horse about to quench its thirst from a bucket held by a
kneeling soldier and stands on the corner of Russell Road and Rink
Street.

YOUTH

ELECTRONICS

PCB Boards, Tin plated.

Contact: Basie ZR2BA

Cell: 0828882118

basiedp@gmail.com
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